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HE infinitely Wiſe and Holy GOD, who difpoſcth of 
all things according to the counſel of his own Will, 
having deligned our portion im the World unto the 
latter dayes thereof; whercin, beſides thoſe difficulties 
which in all Ages attend them who are called unto the 

-——ſearch and profeſſion of the Truths of the Grſþe), we arc 

forewarned of ſwndry Evils peculiar unto them, rendring them peri- 
lons :* as it 15Our duty to apply our ſelves to ferve his good pleaſurs 
in our Generation, without repiniog at that ſtation which in his work 

he hath allotted unto us; fo alſo diligently to take care, that we add 
not unto the Evils of the dayer wherein we live ,, and that, what we may 

e called to ſuffer in them according to his Will, may not be loſt unto 
his holy Ends and Purpoſes in the World, but ſome way or other re- 
dound unto his Glory. What ſhall befall us in the courſe of our 

Pilgrimage, how we ſhall be diſpoſcd of, as to our outward tempora- 

ry concerniments, as it 15 not in owr power to order and determine, fo nei- 

ther ought to be in our care, ſo as that we ſhoald be anxiouſly folici- 
tous thereabouts :; All things of that nature belong unto his Pare 

Pleaſure, who will make them work together for good to them that 

love him. Reſting in his Will as to our outward ſtate amd condition 

inthis world, with chat of the Times and Seaſons wherem our Lot is 
fallen, which he hath put in his own power, we ſhall endeavour in 
retcrence thereunto, to prſſ ſt ove Swutls in paticnce, waiting tor that day 
which ſhall manifeſt every mans wor of what ſrt it is. And we know 
that it 13 but yet a little while, before it will be no grict of heart unto 
us, for to have done or ſuffered ay thing fr the Name of the Lord Fefins, 

*according to his mind and will. For whereas we are well affured, that 

the old Enemy of Mankind who is ſometimes awake , and ſowing of 

Tares whilſt Mcn ileep, 1s never fo far aſſcep, whi'ſt any are endeavou- 

ring to ſow the good feed of the Goſp:1, as not to ſtir up an oppolit- 
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on to their work, and to labour the ruine of their perſons ; fo we be- 
lieve that every ſincere endeavour to promote the holy Truths, and 
Wayes of God, according to that mealure of Light which he is pleaſ- 
ed graciouſly to impart unto any of tht Sons of Men, is acceptcd and 
owned by him,whozs s Kewarder of them that diligently ſeek bim \, which 
is ſufficient to ſecure their peace and conſolation, under all the evils 
that on the account of their work they may conflit withal. Nei- 
ther is it a ſmall alleviation of any trouble that we may be expoſed _ 
unto, that no pretence, colour, reaſon, or arguings tor our ſufferings, 
no means, wayes, or kinds of them, no ends unto them, can poſſibly 
be invented, propoſed, purſued, but what we are fully forewarned 
of, that ſo we might not at any time think our ſelves (urprized, 
as though ſome ſtrange thing had happenzd unto us. This then is 
our great concernment in the proteſſion of Religion , this that 
which we ought principally to attend unto, namely, To commend 
our Conſciences unto God, that in all ſincerity and godly ſimplicity, we 
exerciſe our ſelves in the Work that he calls us unto , not corr»pt- 
ing bis Word, or ſtaining our profeſſion by a converſation » < 
coming the holineſs of the Goſpel and for what may outwardly 
befall us, though producing Hezavinefi and Sorrow for a ſeaſon, the lait 
day will manifeſt to have been unſpeakably more the concernment 
of other Men, than our own. It 1s theretore on this account, and 
that duty which we owe unto all the Sons of Men, «ſpecially thoſe 
who in any place or degree have the rule and diſpolal ot us in 
this world and the things thereof, committed unto them, that not- 
withſtanding the hazard that attends us in the dil. harge of every 
duty of this kind, we adventure to repreſcnt our Condition and de- 
fires unto all that endeavour to follow after Truth with Peace, For 
as the Minds of M-n arc capable of no greater Perfection, than what 
conſiſts in receiving the whole Truth of the Goſpel, nor their Souls 
of greater bleſſedueſs, than attends obedience thereunto, ſo every 
miſtake of it, every prejudice againſt it, every oppoſition unto it, 
or any part of it, are not only ia themſelves a corruption and de- 
baſement of the mind , but arc uſually attended with conſequents 
of greater Evils, in and unto them by whom they are entertained, 
And this condition oftentimes are men, otherwiſe upright and wile, 

caſt into 3 either by their own ingrafted prejudices, or negle& of 
that ſevere diſquiſition after Truth, which all the Sons of it are ob- 
liged unto or by ſuffering themſelves to be impoſed on, by = 
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geſtions of others, who perhaps facritice their aRings in and about 
the things of G94, to ſome ſecular ( and it may be very corrupt) 
ends of their own. Hence Truth and Innocency, which cannot be 
oppreſſed, but when cloathed with miſrepreſentations and calum- 
nies, have in alt Ages becn forced to ſuffer the ſad effes of their 
miſtakes, who in the mean time profeſſed highly an avowment of 
them. So in particular, the foundation of all the miſeries: that ever 
befell the Profeſſors of the Truth of Chiiſt, ſince the day that the 
Name of Chriſtian was known in the World, an4 conſequently of all 
that evil and confulion in the Earth, which the Luſts of men have 
produced, and the rightcous Judgement of God inflicted, have lain 
in general, cither in the ignorance of Men, of the genuine nature 
and - tendency of the Truth it (elf, or in their credulity, in giving 
credit unto thoſe miſrepreſentations of it , which it hath alwayes 
been the intereſt or many in the world, to frame and promote. 
Hence the Protefſors- of Chriſtianity, and every particular way there- 
in, in their reſpeQtive ſeaſons and generations, have eſteemed it their 
duty, not only unto Themſelves, to wave theiz imminent ſufferings, 
if it were the will of God thereby , but unto Others alſo , whom 
they judged to b2 engaged againſt God and his Truth, in their per- 
ſecution of them, to- declare freely and fully what it was that they 
did believe and praGtiſe;*and thercin plead the equity and reaſo- 
nablencls of that deliverance which they aimed at ; of Th-mſelves 
from ſuffering, and of Others from finning. And herein had they 
betore their eyes, the Example of the Great Apoſtle of the Gentiles, who 
with various ſucceſs did oft times make uſe of th? like detenſatives 
of himſelf, and his Doctrine. Nor 1s it the leaſt preſcription of the 
Law of Nature implanted in the heart of manby him that made it, 
that Innocency ſhould fo far undertake its own proteCtion and ſecu- 
rity, as to endeavour a removal of prejudicate imputations out of 
the minds of them, in whoſe Judgement it 15 concerned. Aad ths 
Law, all Men univerſally yicld obedience unto, who intend not to 
abuſe ſuch imputations unto ſiniſter ends, not ſuitable unto the in- 
nocency they profeſs, and (o bv deſerting their own unblam2able 
defence, contra a guilt rendring them incapable of it for the fu- 
ture. Whereas therefore it hath pleaſed him in whoſe band owr life, 
and breath, and all our wayer are, to place us in that condition, where- 
in by the apprehenſions he hath given us of his Mind and Will, in 
ſome things relating unto his Worſhip, we are forced to differ trom 
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others, we conceive it our Duty for the prevention of farther Evils 
openly and candidly to declare both what we profeſs, and what in 
all humility we deſire thereupon : And we cannot but hope, that 
when the matters of our difference are known and conftidered, that 
they will not be judged of fo high a demeritz as to tender a modeſt 
peaccable deſire of Indwlgence in wur adherence unto them, a new 
addition of guilt, For thcir caſe is miſerable indeed, who being 
prejudged into a condition of ſufferings, though not convinced of 
cyil, may not delire rclict from thoſe, who alone are able to afford it 
that alſo being made an aggravation of their milery,by being made an 
aggravation of their ſuppoled guilt. | 
And in particular, this courle is made at this ſcaſon neteſſary unto 
us, from the exaſpcration of the minds of many, 1n reference unto 
what we profels and delire, with the prejudices that are taken up 
and improved unto our diſadvantage and trouble : For although 
we have with the joynt Conſent of all our Churches ſome years ſince, 
publickly declared what is the Faith which we profeſs, and the 
Way of the Worſhip of God wherein we walk, and did hope that 
it would not be looked on as an unrcaſfonable expectation, that our 
Confeſſion might have received a Chrittian charitable ſedate conlidera- 
' tion, before it were condemucd, or thoſe that adhere unto it judged 
as evil-doers tor their ſo doing z yet contidering the (ad exaſperati- 
ons of the Minds of Mcn, though upon occalions wholly forreign 
to the matter of our Faith and Proteflion , we cannot be without 
ſome apprchen(ions, that tar the greatcli part of thoſe whore loud- 
eſt in their cryes for ſevcrity againlt us, have ſcarce b<cn ſo faithfull to 
Chriſtian Candor and Ingenuity , as {crioutly to. examine whether 
there be in what we bclicve and practi(c, a jult toundation for that 
kind of proceeding and acting towards us, which they fo earncltiy 
defire to engage our Rulers mito. It tor no other rcaton than, but 
to endeavour to call off the thoughts ot M:n from Perſons, and 
Perſonal Provocations, unto thoſe things which are the pretended 
foundation of their a&tions, and with ref:rence whereunto, their 
Account mult be made at the lati Day, when other mcns real or ap- 
prehcnded Mitcarriagcs will give no countenance to theirs, we cannot 
but judge ita Duty incumbent on us, to remind them what the: 
things are which mui give conſtruction unto all that in this matter 
they ſhal} undegtake or perform 3 and whereinto, under all imputa- 
tions* whatever of things of othcr naturcs, our comfort, be it what 


it 
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it will, truc or falſe, in all our ſufferings that we may be called uno, 
15 reſolved, And we do know, that they will oneday find themſelves 
under a wofu! miftake, who ſuppoſe that their ſeverity againſt us, will 
be any further juſtined, than there 15 ground tor it in the Principles 
which «we profels in the things of God z, and this cannot but” be evi- 
dent unto. them ( if they will give themſelves but the "liberty of un- 
prejudiced conſideration |) who know that .a relinquiſhment of thoſe 
Principles would inltantly cauſe all thoſe other Pleas and Pretences to 
vaniſh out of their minds, which at preſent they only make »ſe of And 
therefore alſo ſhall we not much concern our felves in any other 
charge that is laid againſt us, but only as to what we profeſs, and 
practiſe in the ways and worſhip of God,as knowing that from thence 
alone all occaſion 1s taken for them. We ſhall therefore only briefly 
declarg our ſenſe of them, and then proceed to that which is our real 
concernment. For there 15 not any new thing herein under the Sun. 

In all ages, where ever any way in Religion hath been judged by 
the moſt, rightly, or otherwile, to be contrary to the mind of God, 
as by them apprehended, it hath been immediately charged with the . 
guilt of all the evils that fell out in the days of its profeſſion, though 
evidently they had other Cauſes and Occafions. Such was the condi- 
tion of Chriſtianity in general of 61d, as is manifeſt from the Apologetical 
Writings of Juſtin Martyr, Tertxllian, Arnobizs, Cyprian, LaQtantims, 
Min«tins Felix, Augyſtine, and others. Upon every occafion of trou- 
ble, the common cry was, Chriftianos al Such was alfo the 
condition of the Profeſſors of the Proteſtant Religion, upon the fit 
Reformation, throughout the world ; under which prejudice and 
imputation, they are yet torced to ſuffer the wrath of men in many 
places. What ever diſadvantages then on this account we may be ex+ 
poſed unto, we have no reaſon to complain or think ſtrange of, it be- 
ng no other than all men in the like condition in all ages have had 
to confli&t withall z and will have (o, whilſt fin and darkneſs con- 
tinue in the world. To commend our confciences unto-God in well- 
doing, 1s the only means of peace in our ſelves, and the whole De- 
fenſatrve in reference unto others, which in this caſe is left unto us. 

Morcover if any who either really make profeſſion of any way in 
Religion, or are generally eſteemed fo to do, tall into perſonal crimes 
and miſcarriages, which no waycan ſecure it (elf againſt, men juſtly 
provoked thereby have ſcarce the patience to attend unto any plea 
tor the way it {clf, or thoſe who peaceably and innocently walk there- 
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in, though the charge againſt it be altogether groundlefs and unrea- 
ſonable. Thus the abominations of the Gnoſticks of old, was ed 
upon the whole body of Chriſtiauity z and the unwarrantable zcal of 
one man in firing a Temple in the Kingdom of Perfia, refleed an 
imputation of Sedition on all the Profeſſors of the Goſpel, to their 
extirpation out of that Empire. But the unrighteouſnels of this 
charge is, we hope, evident even to themſelyes, who would fain make 
uſe of it unto our diſadvantage 3 for 0 Society in the world can give (ccu- 
rity for the deportment of all Individuals belonging unto it, according 
unto the Rules of the whole 3 an\ it they may be charged with ſuch 
miſcarriages, it were calie to demonlirate, that no Community, no Pro- 
feſſion of men in the world, no Order, no Way can be acquitted from 
guilt, or thought meet to have moderation exerciſed towards it. 
Beſides, we know not in particular, but that all occaſions of re- 
fleting upon owr Societies on this account, have, by the goodneſs of 
God been prevented, for which we are humbly chankful unto his 
holy Majeſty. But if to accuſe be enough to render any men nocenr, 
none can be long innocent. 7 h:ejtean Banquets, promiſcuous Lujis and 
Tncefts, muſt on that- ground be thought to be the Ends of thesPrimi- 
tive Aſſemblies of Chriſtians. It men will take to themſelves the liberty 
of entertaining evil and groundl:(5 (ifrmizes, it is 1impoſſibl. for us, or 
any living, to {ct bounds to their imagynatious. Sothat we have no- 
thing in this caſe to do, but to leave the Authofs of ſucn falie and ca- 
lumnious infinuations unto that Reward, which Gud and their own 
Conſciences will not ſuffer them to loſe 3 and our Vindication unto the 
Providence of Go, over our preſent and firture deportment, It may be 
thought of nearer concernment unto us, when the lat? troubles in theſe 
Nations are objected, and the remembrance of them renewcd unto 
our prejudice. But whether the frequent and importunate urging of 
them, fince by his Majeſty's Clmency and Grace thcy are put into Legal 
Oblivion tor ever, dotend unto the compoſure and ſettlement of the 
minds of men, which 1s certainly the duty of all good Subjects to aim 
at, we leave it unto the conlideration of thoſe who are wiſcr than 
we, and on whom the care of the peace and welfare of the Kingdom is in 
an eſpecial manner incumbent.For our own parts, we ſhall only (ay, That 
whereas they were neither begun, nor carried on, upon the account 
of that way in the worſhip of God which we profeſs ; may the remcm- 
brance of them be never fo ſeverely revived, we cannot fear any juſt 
concluſion from thence, unto a (uſpition of Trowbles of the like nature 

for 
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for the ſmture , as well knowing the abſolute freedom,of our Principles 
from any ſuch tenlency, as well as the Frovidential unrapelling of all thoſe 
interwoven Intereſts and Occaſions, which individual perſons countenanced 
themſelves withall in their engagements in them. 

Magiſtracy we own, as the Ordinance of God, and His Majeſty as the 
Perſon {et over us by. his Providence,in the Chief and Royal Adminiſtration 
thercot : In ſiebmiſſion #nto Him, we profels it our Duty to Tegulate our 
Obedience by the Laws and Cuſtoms over which He prelides 1n the Go- 
vernment of theſe Nations. So that OUR PRACTICAL ADHE- 
RENCE UNTO OUR OWN AVOWED FRINCIPLES, 
is all that in this matter cau fall under the moſt ſuſpicions and wnchart> 
table ſurmize. That there is any means of giving fuch abſolute fatis- 
tation concerning future events, which depend on the minds and 
wills of men, as to leave all ſuſpicion concerning them impoſlible, we 
know not z much leſs ro prevent ſome mens pretending ſnſpicions tor 
ends'bett known unto themſilves,* But this we know, that what ways 
or means foever are watranted, or eſtabliſhed by the Laws of this Land, 
or may be ſo, and they are (ſuch as mankind mult content themſelves 
withall, as incapable of further or greater aſſurance, or what evef elſe may 
be rationally and juſtly expeRed from us, we have given, and are geady 
to give ſecurity by, againft the Evils intimated in this Charge upon us 3 
which being the utmoſt that our Duty calls upon us for, we bope we ſhall 
not always ſuffer tor being the unhappy objefis of ſome mens GROUND- 
LESS JEALOUSIES, which for ws t9 remove is altogether impoſſible, 
God himlſclf having not appointed any way or means for us to uſe to 
that cnd or purpoſe, 

As then ncither we nor others can hinder men from making uſe of 
this Pretence for ſime ends of their own, ( though we know, as it is uſed by 
them, it contributes nothing to Publick Tranquility, and the compe=- 
ſure of the minds of men ) (o we bope that GOD will fo far in his good 
time clear up the Innocency and Sincerity of our Intentions, and their 
ſuitableneſs unto our declared Principles, that ms juſt *occaſion of re« 
proach be admmiltred unto Them, who wait for Advantaggs againlt us. 

And what are We, that Publick Diſturbance ſhould be feared trom 
us ? Nec pondera rerum, nec momenta ſimus ; by what way or means, 
were we never {o deſirous, could we contribute any thing thereunto ? 
what Deſigns are we capable of ? what Intereſts have we to purſue ? 
what Aſitance to expe or look after ? what Title to pretend ? what 
hopes of Szcceſs ? what Reward of any hazard to be undergone? We 
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have no Form of Government, Civil or Eccleſiaſtical, to impoſe on the 
Nation ; nay, no pretence untoePower to be exerciſed on the Perſons 
of any of his Majeſties Subjefts z have no Expeftations from Perſons or 
Nations, that might induce usto further or promote any ſiniſter aims 
of other men: the utmoſt of our aim is but to paſs the reſidue of our 
Pilgrimage in peace, ſerving God in the way of our Devotion. We 
covet no mens ſilver or their gold, their places or preferments : our 
whole deſire is that of Iſrael of old to their brother Edom, Let us paſt, 
we pray, through the Country, we will not paſi through the fields or through 
the vine-yards, neither will we drink of the water of the wells, we will go 
by the Kings bigh may, we will not tarn tothe. right hand, nor to the heft, 
wntil we bave paſſed thy borders. May we thus far prevail, under the pro- 
teQion of God's providence, his Majeſty's favour, and our own in- 
nocency 3 we have no Principles, we ſhall have no Reaſon, farther to 
trouble our ſelves or others. If it be denied unto us, and we mutt 
yet be ſcattered over the face of the earth, we ſhall pray for the pro- 
ſperity of his Majeft, and the Land of our Nativity, patiently bearing 
> 6 indignation of the Lord, againſt whom we have htinncd, and wait- 
ing for bis ſalvation. : 

That which of late is principally urged unto our prejudice, is, 
The'probibition of that way of worſhip which we deſire to walk in, and the 
eft abliſhment of another by LA W, to whoſe Authority we owe ſubjeFion, 
When this begins once to be pleaded, the real merits of the cauſe in 
debate is uſually over-ſeen, and the obedience required by Law is 
only infilted on; as though that were grown a Civil difference by the 
interpoſlition of a Law, which before was purely Religious. This 
Paxl himſelf found to be one of the molt difficult caſes he had to con- 
tend withall z it was objected unto him, that he taught Cu/toms which 
it was nit lawful for to do among the Romans, Afdts 16.21. All that 
DoErine which he had to declare, was antecedently in general for- 
bidden by Law 3 it being determined by the Romans, That no worſhip 
of God ſhould be admitted amongſt them, not eſtabliſh'd by Publick An- 
thority. And had not the Light and Truth of Chriſtianity broken 
through thX oppoſition, it mult have lain ſhut up in darkneſs to this 
day. For our parts, we have only this toſay, That there is no reaſon 
to urge this as a peculiar Objedtion againſt us, it being the only Founda- 
tion of all others,” and only occaſion of the difference about which 
we treat, Had not a Law cnjoyned the praQtice of ſome things in the 
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aſſent unto, without ceaſing to worſhip him, (for to worſhip him in 
our own thoughts, againſt his mind and will, is to*prophane his 
Name and Worſhip ) had it not forbidden the exerciſe and diſtharge 
of ſome duties which we account our ſelves obliged unto by the Au- 
thority of God himſelf, we had had no need to implore the clemency 
of our Governours, to rclieve us againſt that ſeverity which we fear. 
This then we acknowledge; but withall, to ſtate this Difference 
upon its right foundation, do ſolemnly in all ſincerity proteſt before 
God, his holy Angels, and all the world, That it is not out of any 
unwarrautable Obit inacy that we are conſcious of unto our ſelves ; nor 
from any daff-ion unto, or diſſatisfaction in the Government that 
God hath ſet over us ; but mcerly from a ſenſe of that account 
which wehave one day to make before JESUS CHRTST, the 
JUDGE of All, that we cannot yield that compliance unto the 
Ad for Uniformity which it requireth of us. The Caſe then, notwith- 
ſtanding this prejudice, is (till the ſame; Conſcience towards God in 
the things of hisown Worſhip, is till, and alone conferned, what- 
ever other pretences and reaſonings may in this caſe be made uſe of, 
( as many are, and ever were in the like caſes, and will fo be } the 
whole real caufe of that ſeverity which we humbly deprecate, and * 
only Reaſon lying againſt the Indulgence we defire, is our Profeflion 
arfd Practice in the things that are not of this world, but purely r-lating 
to the Revelation of the Mind and Worſhip of GOD. What-ever 
theretore men may plead, pretend or urge of another nature, we are 
fo tar conſcious unto our own Integrity, as to be fully fatisfied m 
our minds, That what-ever Dangers we may be in this matter ex- 
poſed unto, or what-ever we may be called to ſuffer, it is all meerly 
for b:lieving in God, and worſhipping of him, according to what he 
hath been pleaſed to reveal of his mind unto us. And as in this caſe, 
it 15 not in the power of any of the ſons of men to deprive us of that 
Conſolation, which an apprehenſion of the truth will afford unto them 
that fincercly and conſcientiouſly embrace it z ſo whether any men 
can commepd their conſciences to God, according to the Rules of the 
blefſed Goſpel of our Lord Jeſus Chrilt, in our molettation and trou- 
ble, we leave it untoall unprejudiced men to judge. And th we 
may yet farther remove all grounds of miſtake, and obviate all other 
pretences againſt us, we ſhall candidly declare the general Principles 
both of our Faith and Worſhip, and then lcave our condition, what- 
cver it may be, to the Judgment of him, who hath appointed a day 

B 2 wherein 
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wherein he will judge the World in Righteonſneſt, of his Majeſty whom 
he hath ſet over us in ſupream Power, and of all other Perſons 
whatever, who have any ſ(:nſe- of the Terror of the Lord, the ac- 
count we muſt make of ſerving Him according to what He ts pleaſed 
to reveal of himſelf unto us, the nature of things known only by 
Divine Revelation, vr. of the infirm frail condition of Mankind in this 

World. | | 
For the Faith which we prof:f,, and which we dcfire to walk, accor- 
ding unto, we need not inlift upon the particular heads of it; having 
ſome years fince in our Confeſſims pablickly declared us, with the joyne 
conſent of all our Churches, neither do we own or avow any DBodgrixe,but 
what is therein aſſerted and declared. And we hope it will not be 
looked upon as an wnreaſonable Kegweſt, it we humbly deſire, That it 
may receive a Chriſtian charitable ſedate conſideration, betore it be 
condemned. May we be convinced of any thing therein, not agrce- 
able unto the Scriptures, not taught and revealed in them, we ſhall be 
with the firſt $n its rejection. That this hath been by any as yet at- 
tempted, we know not; and yet are we judged, cenſured and re- 
proached upon the account of it : So farare Mcn degenerated from 
- that frame of Spirit, which was in the Chriſtians of old; fo far have 
they relinquiſhed the wayes wherein they walk towards thoſe who 
diſſented from them. . 
Nor do we decline the Judgement of the Primitive Church; being 
fully ſatisfied, That we teach and adhere unto, is as conſonant un- 
to the Docrine thereof, as that of any Church at this day in the 
World. The four firſt General Councels, as to what was determined 
in them in matters of Faith, are confirmed by Law in this Nation 
which 1s all that from Antiquity hath any peculiar ſtamp of Authori- 
ty put upon it amongſt us; This alſo we willingly admit of, and 
tully affert in our Confeſſion, Neither doth the addition of ours, di- 
fturb the Harmmy that is in the Confeſſions of the Retormed Churches, 
being in all material points the ſame with them, and no otherwiſe 
differing from any of them in things of leſs importance, than as they 
do one from another; and as all Confeilions have done, lince the 
firſt Þcroduction of their uſe into the Churches of God, That which 
amongit them 1s of moſt ſpecial regard and conhideration unto us, 
15 that of the Church of England, declared in the Articles of Religion : . 
And herein in particular, what is purely De&rinal, we fully embracc, 
and confiautly adhere unto. And though.we ſhall not —_ Our 
clvcs 
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ſelves with others, in Ability to aſſert, teach and maintain it 3 yet we 
cannot, whillt we are conſcious untg our ſelves of our Integrity in 
our cordial adherence unto it, but ba with regret the Clamorous 
Accuſations of {ome againtt us, for departing from the Church of Eng- 
land, who have not given that teſtimony ot their adherence unto Þ 
Dotirine, which: we have done, and by the help of God thall continue 
to do, þ 1s true indeed, there are ſome Enlargements in our Contel- 
lion of the things delivered in the Thirty Nine Articles; ſome Ad- 
ditions of things not exprelly contained in them, which we wete 
neccſlitated unto, for the tull declaration of our Minds, and to obvi- 
ate that obloguy which otherwiſe we might have been expoſed unto, 
as reſerving our Judgment in matters that had received great pub= 
lick debate fince the compoſure of thoſe Articles: But yet we are 
fully perſwaded, that there is not any propoſition in our whole Con- 
fſſion, which is repugnant unto any thing contained in the Articles, 
or i5not by juſt conſequence deducible from them. Neither were we 
the Authors of the Explanations or Enlargements mentioned; there 
bcing nothing contained in them, but what we have karned and 
been inltructed,in from the Writings of the moft famous Divines of 
this Nation, Biſhops and Others, ever ſince the Reformation; which 
being publiſhed by Legal Authority, have been alwayes eſteemed, both 
at home and abroad, taithtully to repreſent the Doctrine of the Church 
of England. We have no new Faith to Declare, no. new Dottrine to 
Teach, no private Opinions to Dirvulge;, no Point, or Truth do we Pro- 
fels, no not one, which hath not been declaxed, taught, divulged and 
eſteemed as the common DoGtrine of the Church of England ever lance 
the Reformation, | 

It then we evince not the Faith we profeſi to be conſonant unto the 
Scriptures,the DoGrine of thePrimitive Church,of the fonr firſtGeneral Coun- 
cels, the Confeſſions of the Reformed Churches beyond the Seas, and that in 
particular of the Church of England, we (hall acknowledge the Condi- 
tion of Things in reference unto that Liberty, which we humbly 
deſire, to be otherwiſe ttated, than hitherto. we have apprehended. 
BR if this be the condition of our Profeſſim, as we hope it is manifeſt 
unto all Unprejudiced and Ingenious Perſons to bz , who eſteem it 
their Dutymot to judge a matter of ſo great importance before they 
hear it, Wecan hardly think that They give up Themſelves to the 
Condud of the Meck and Holy Spirit ot CHRIST, who are rea- 
dy to breathe out Extirpation againſt us, as to our Intereſt in this 

B 3 World, 
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World, for the profeſſion of Thoſe Frincipler in the things of God, which 
They pretend to build their own;Intereſts upon for another. 

The NON-CONFORMITY then that we may be charged with, 
b:ing very-remote from a difſent unto that DoGtrine which is here 
publickly avowed, and confirmed by Law, it cannot but ſeem ftrange 
unto us, that any ſhould endeavour to caſt us under the ſame ſeverity 
with them who utterly renounce it: and would entayl ugpn their 
Polterity, on the forfeiture of all their Publick Rights, as Engliſh- 
Men, and benefit of their private Eſtates, not only an adherence unto 
the Proteſtant Religion, but a Preciſe and Determinate Judgement and 
Practice in things of very Little Concernment therein z and of noe at 
all, as to publick Tranquility. 

Would it not ſcem ſtrange, that a man might at as eaſie and cheap 
a rate, renounce the Proteſtant Profeſſion, and the Fundamental Do- 
drines of the Churgh of Engl.:md, in things indiſpznſably neceſſary to 
Salvation, as'to be miliaken, or ſuſpend his aſſent abotit things dark 
and diſputable in their own nature, and of very ſmall importance, which 
way ſoever they are determined # So that Men in the embracing or refuſal 
of them, rebel not againſt that commanding Light of God (et up in 
their hearts to rule them in His Name, in that apprehenſion which 
they have of th: Revelation of his Will, which 13 unto them of great 
and eternal moment. | 

They are then only things relating unto Outward Order and Wor- 
ſhip, wherein our diſſent trom the preſent Eſtabliſhment of Religion, doth 
confilt z things about which there hath been wvariety- of Judgement, 
and difference in PraQice, from the days of the Apoliles, and proba- 
bly will be ſo untill the end of the World : For we find by cxperi- 
ence, that the late Expedient for the ending of differences about them, 
by vindicating of them into the arbitrary diſpoſal ot every Church , or 
thoſe that prelide therein, in whoſe Determinations all perſons are to 
acquieſce 3 is fo far from accompliſhing the work whereunto it is de- 
Gened, that it contributes largely to their increaſe and p:rpetuation. 
Our only guilt then is, Our Not agreeing with others m thoſe '=$ 


wherein there nevcr yet was an agreement among Cyriſtians: N 
perhaps, had thcy all that trame of Spirit in Moderation and mutua 
Forbearance which the Goſpel requireth in them, would it cver be any 
way needful that there ſhould fo be. 
For our parts, about theſe things we judge not other men, nor do, 
or evcr did ſeek to impoſe our apprehenſions on their Tudgements or Pra- 
dice, 
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Hice. What in them is agreeable unto Truth, God knows, and will 
oneday declare. Unto” our preſent Light in the Revelation of His 
Will, muſt our practice be conformed, unleſs to pleaſe Men, and (e- 
cure our tranſitory, periſhing Concernments, we intend to break his 
Bonds, and catt away __ Cords from = Y 

And that it may the bettgr a what 1s our Ju ent 
and Practice, in and about Tania: unto what we amy 
, red in the cloſe of our Confeſſion, ( which we ſuppoſe they cannot 
reaſonably and with fatisfaQion to their own Conſciences, wholly 
overlook, who becauſe thereof, are ready to refle& with ſevere 
thoughts upon us ) we ſhall now only add, The General Principles 
whereunto all thit we profeſs or practiſe 1n theſe things, is reſolved. 
And of them we humbly deſire, that a Chriſtian and Candid Confi- 
deration may be had : As ſuppoſing that to paſs a Sentence of Con- 
demmation againſt us for our diflent unto any thing, without a pre- 
vious weighing of the Reaſons of that diſſent, is ſcarce ſuitable unto 
that Law whereby we are Men, and engaged into Civil Societies. 
As then Religion 1s publickly received and eſtabliſhed in this Nation, 
there are many outward Concernments of it, relating unto Perſons and 
Things, that are diſpoſed and regulated by and according to the Laws 
thereof : Such is that which is called, Power Eccleſiaſtical, or Authori- 
ty to diſpoſe of thoſe Afﬀairs of the Church with coercive Juriſdiction, 
which relates to the outward publick, Cancernments of it, and the Le- 
gal intereſts of Men in them. This we acknowledge and own to be 
veſted in the Supream Magiſtrate, the Kings Majeſty, who is the Foun- 
tain and Spring of all Fariſdiftion in his own Kingdoms what-ever. 
No power can be put forth or exerciſed towards any of his Subjects, 
which in the manner or nature of its exertion, hath the force of a 
Law, Sentence, oMMricdiction ; or Which, as to the effect of it, 
reacheth either their Bodies, Eſtates, or Liberties, but what is de- 
rived from him, and binding formaly on that ſole Reaſon, and no 
otherwiſe, 4 . 

_ we have no Principle in the leaſt ſeducing us to tranſgreſs 
againſt any of thoſe Laws which in former dayes were looked on as 
ſafe Preſervatives of the Prottftant Religion and Intereſt in this Nation. 
Did we aſſert a Forreign Power over his Majeſties Subjects, and claim 
an obedience from them in ſome ſuch caſes as might at our pleaſure 
be extended to the whole that is due unto Him 3 Did we, or any 


of us, by vertue of any Office we hold in the Church of God, claim and 
exercile 
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excrciſe a Fariſdiiion over the Perions of his Majeſties Subjcs in 
Form and Courle of Law 3 Or djzd we ſo mich as pretend unto the 
exerciſe of any Spiritual Power that ſhould produce effects cn the 
Outward Man » We might well tear, left juit offence ſhould be taken 
againli us. Bft whereas the way whercin we wbrſ(hip God is utter- 
ly unconcerned in theſe things , ang we willingly profeſs the 
Spring of all Outward Coercive Fariſdiftion, to be in the Perſon of the 
Kings Majeſty alone,without the leaſt intermixture of any other Power 
of the (ame kind, direQly or by conſequence z we cannot but ſay with 
confidence, That it will be utterly umpoſlible to convince us, That 
on this account we are Ottendors. 

For the Worſhip of God, and Order therein, ( Which is purely Spi- 
ritual and Evangelical ) we acknowledge indecd the Lord Feſus Chriſt 
co be the only Inſtituto or Author of it, and the holy Scripture the 
only Principle revealing, the only Rule to judge of it, and to ſquare ic 
by. It is not now vur defign to plead the Truth of this Prin- 
ciple, nor yet toclear it from miſtakes, or vindicate it from oppoli- 
tion ; All which are done elſewhere. Let it be ſuppoſed to be an 
Error or Miſtake, which is the worſt that can be ſuppoſed of It z we mutt 
needs (ay, That it is an Error which hath ſo much fecming counte- 
nance” given unto it by innumerable places of Scripture , and by fo 
many T<cli:monies of the Antient and Modern Doctors of the Church, 
and 15 every way fo freefrom the production of any Conſcquent of 
evil importance 3 That if there be any faylure of the Minds of Men, 
in and about the things of God, which from a common ſenſe of the 
_frailty of Humane Nature, may rationally expect forbearance and par- 
don from them, who have the happineſs to be from all miſcarriage 
of.that kind ( if any ſuch there be ) this may claim a ſhare and intereli 
among them. ® 

Neorare we able asyet todiſcern, how any acceptable account can 
be given to the Lord Jeſus, at the lati day, of ſeverity againſt This 
Principle, or thoſe that otherwiſe inoffenlive, walk according to the 
Light of it. . 

Moreover, Whereas Principles True in Themſelves, may in their ap- 
plication unto Practice be preſſed to give countenance unto that which 
directly they lead not unto; We have the advantage yet farther 
particularly to declare, That in the purſuit of it in the Worſhip of 
God we have no other Ordinances or Adminilirations, but what are 
by the Law and Church of England, Now whatever other occalion may 

be 
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be ſought againtt us, ( which we pray God not to lay to their 
charge who dclightin fach practices ) we know full well that we 
differ in nothing from the whole form of Religion eftablihed in Eng- 
Lind, but only in ſome tew thumgs-in outward Worſhip,” wherein 
wecannot conſent without the renunciation of this Princpte, of 
whole fa/ſhood we are not convinced.  Thisbeing our only crime, it 
it bea crime, this the only miſtake that we are charged with, m the 
things of God z we yet _ that ſober men will not judge it offo 
high adcmerit, as to be oft. nded with our humble defire of Indul- 
gence, and afſhare in that Princely favour towards perſons of ten- 
der conſciences, which his Majcſty hath often declared his Inch- 
nations for. | 

. We conke(s that oftentimes, when ſuch Diſſents are made a crime, 
they are quickly eſtcemed the eateſt, yea, almoſt all that is crimi- 
nal: but whether (uch a ] ent owes not it ſelf more to Poſe 
fron, Prejudice, and private Intergft, than to right Reaſon, is nothard 
to determine. . p 

For vur parts, as We (aid before, they are no great things which 
"'we defire for our (elyes, the utmoſt. ot our aim being to paſs the 
remainder of the few days of our Pilgrimage in the Land of aur 
Nativity, ſerving the Loid according to what he hath been pleaſed 
to reveal of his mind and will unto us. And we ſuppoſe thatithoſe 
who are forward in ſuggeſting counſels to the contrary,. know not 
well how to countervail the Kings dammage. 

That this our defire is neither wnreeſonable nor unjuſt , that it con- 
taineth nothing contrary to the will of God, the practice of the 
Church of old, _ or to the diſadvantage of the publick tranquility of 
theſe Nations : but that all outward violence and ſeverity on the 
account of our diſſent, 15 deſiitute of any tym foundation in Sert- 

wre, Reaſon, or the preſent junGure of Aﬀairs amongſt us, we humbly 
_ liberty, in the further purſuit of our own JUST DEFENCE, 
briefly to declare and evidence. 

The great Fundamental Law amongſt men, from which all others 
ſpring, and whereby they ought to be-regulated, is that Law of 
Nature, by which they are diſpoſed unto Civil Society, for the good 
of the whole and every individual Member thereof. And this good. 
bcing of the greateſt importance unto all, doth uuſpeakably out- 
ballance thoſe Inconveniencier whidf: may befall any of them 
through a retixrition put upon them by the particular Laws and 

C Bonds 
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Bondsof the Society wherein they are engaged. It is not impoſſi- 
ble, but that ſundry perſons might "1p Wes pro many things 
unto their advantage in the increaſe of. their mtereli in things 
of this world, wete. not bounds ſetunto their endeavours, by the 
Laws of the Community.whereof they are members. But whereas 
no Security may be obtamed that they ſhall not have their particu- 
lar-limits and conceraments broken in upon by an hand of vio- 
lence and- injuſtice, but in a-;purſuit of that Principle of Nature, 
whichdire&s them to the only Kemedy of that Evil in Civil Society, 
they are all in-general willing to fore-go their particular advantages, 
for that which gives them Aſſurance and Peace in all that they axe, 
and enjoy beſides. All ſuch conveniencies therefore as conlift- in 
the.things that are within the power of men, and are inferiour to. 
that Good and Advantage which Pwblick Society doth afford, the 
Law of Nature direGiing men unto their chiefeft Good, commands 
them, as.occalian requires, to forbearand quit. Nor can any Com- 
munity beeftabliſhed without obedience unto that command. ' But of 
the things that ere not within the power of men, there is another 
reaſon, - Ifthe Law of Society did require that al} men engaging 
thereunto ſhould be of one jtatwre arid form of viſage, or ſhould have 
the ſape meaſure of Inteletinat abilizzes, or the ſame conception of 
all objects of a rational undcrfiandmg, it were utterly nnpoſſible 

that any Community ſhould ever be raited among the {ons of men. 
As then all inconveniences, yea, and miſchiefs relating unto 
things within the power of men, are to be undergone and born with, 
that are leſs than the Evils which nothing but Politics! Societies can 
prevent for the ſake thereof: So the allowance of thoſe Differences 
which are inſeparable from the mature of may, as diverſified in In- 
dividuals, and inſuperable unto any of theix- endeavours, is ſup- 
poſed. in the Principles of its being and conſtitution. Yea, this is 
one Principle of tbe Lam of Netwre, to which we owe the Benehes 
of humane Converſation and Adminifteation of Juſtice, that thoſe 
differences amangſi men, which: unto them are abſolutely una- 
voidable, aud therefozeuin themſelves not intrenching upon, nor 
diſannulling the: good of the whole, ( for nature doth not inter- 
fere with itſ{#lf ) ſhould be forborn and allowed among thern, 
ſeeing an endeavapy for their extinguiſhment muſt” ixrefiliibly ex- 
tinguiſh the Community itſelf ,- as taking-away the main ſuppoſal 
en which i is founded. , And m that harmony, which'by an _ 
rablencls 
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rablene(s of one thing unto another, riſeth from ſuch differences; 
doth the chicfelt glory and beauty of Civil Saciety conliſt ; .the (e- 
veral particulars of it alfo being rendred- uſeful tmto the whole 
thereby. Otchis nature are the, things concerning which we dif- 
courſe. They relate, asis confeſſed, unto things ſpiritxal and ſiiper- 
natural; that the will of Godin theſe things earmot be known bur 
by Revelation from himſclf, all men will acknowledge : and we 
fuppole they will with no lefs readineſs conſent, That Divine Ke- 
velation cannot be apprehended or aſſented nnto, but according to the 
nature and meaſure bat light, which God is pleaſed 16 commenicate 
unto them, unto whom ſuch Revelation it made : That thu doth 
ſocqually affe& the minds of all men, or that it is poſſible it o 
ſo, conlidering the divers ways and .means of its communicition, 
with the different diſpolitions of them that receive-it, that they 
ſhould all have the ſame apprehenſious of the things propoled: nts 
them, none, will judge, but ſch. as take .up+- their . profeſſion in theſe 
things on Cuſtom, ' Prejudice or Intereſt. be will chen henee evi- 
dently follow, That mens s of things ſpiritual and 
nitzral, ſuch, we mean, as 80 alliance- unto the inaleed 

Light of Nature, are not eblolurcly. under their- own power, or de- 
pend on the liberty of their wills, whereunto all Law is given: And 
therefore i5 the diverſity in and about. them to be reckoned 
thoſe xnaveidable differences which are ſuppoſed in the Law of Cioit 
| Society, and without which - gs mar for any fach 
Society would be deftructive © apprebenfions, 
and the exerciſe of our co _— —— upon them, lies 
all the difference n_ a preſent pq—_ which we T 
an Indxigence to be ſhewed towards; not at all queſtioning 
that it is lawful for them who have attained unto an- 
them, ſo far as they have attained, to confirm and ſixeagthen chat 
agreement among thernſcives, and render it defmable unto others, 
by all ſuch ways and means as. by right, and the Laws of the Socie- 
ty whercof they are, they may make uſe of. - -- 

And it 3s, 45 we humbly concave, in vain pretended, That + is 
| _—_ apprehenfions of mens minds, and their conſeiences unto 'God 

pon them, bus qnly thejr outreurd Atdingt that fall mider the Penalties 

Lived by fore to be indifpenſably impoſed cn Difſenters from the Eft a- 
bliſhed - Form; ſeeing, #boſe penalties are not only annexed unto 

Actions, which thake I require, as Davies wnto __ 
| at 
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but alſo unto a not atting contrary unto them, which dircly aud 
unmcdiately refl:& on the-Mind 'and Conſcience it ftlf : other 
wayes to reach the Conſciences of their Brethren, it is utterly impoſ- 
ſible to find out.. And to teach men that thitir Conſciences to- 
wards God are not concerned either 1 not atting according to 
their Light in his Worſhip, or m atting againſt it, 5s to tcach 
them to be Atheiſts. | 

We cannot therefore but hope that our diſtance from the pre- 
{cat Eſtabliſhment, in ſome few things relatmg unto Supernatural 
Revelation, (eſpecially whilſt in-our agreement with it, there is a 
ſalve for all things in the leaſt intrenching on the Light of Nature, 
and all things whatever, that even of Revelation itfclf , are nece(- 
ſary to the grand end of it, with Security agamſt any thing- that 
may any way.incommodate Publick Tranquility ) being unto us 
inſuperablc, and therefore provided for by the Fundamental Law 
of all Civil Societies, that:it wilt not alwayes reccive:  fevere a 
conſtruction as: todeprive us of the Good and Beneht thereof. For 
to annex Penalties, which in their progreſs will deprive men of 
all thoſe: advantages in their outward Concemments which Pub- 
lick Society doth or can afford, unto thoſe Diflerences, without 
a ſuppolition whereof, and proviſion for, there could be no fach 
Society at all, is to deſtroy that whoſe good and preſervation is 
intended, | pe 

And therefore the different Conceptions of the Minds of Men 
in the things under-coufideration, with aCtings conſonant unto 
them, being not only an unavoidable Conſrquent of Natures cou- 
ſtant production of the Race of Mankind, in that various diverti- 
ty which in all inſtances we behold, but alſo rendered farther in- 
(uperable, from the nature of the #hings themſetver about which they 
are exerciſed, ( bang of Divine Revelation ;) they were ever in the 
World eſteemed. without the Line of Civzl Coercion and Puniſh- 
ment, untill it came to the Intereſt of ſome to offer Violence to 
thoſe Principles of Reaſon in Themſelves, which any outward AE 
teration in the ſtate of things, ts capable of rendring their own 
beſt Protection and Defence: | 

And: on theſe. Grounds,” it is, That F OR'CE, never yet 
= ogy 'or long: kept that-in RELIGION which it aim» 
cd at. - 

And the Great Rowaz Hiſtorian tells us , That it is Indecornm 
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Principi adtreftare, quod non obtineat , No way honourable unto 
a Soveraign Prince, to attempt thit which will never be ac- 
compliſhed. | 
'But becauſe what may ſeem obſcure in this Rezſon of things? 


| and P\ inciples of Community, ( which uſually aff:& Them only, 


who without Intereſt or Prejudice, give up Themſclves to the 
Conduct of Rational and Sedare Contideration, with which fort 
of Perſons alone, we have not to deal ) is exemplinel in the 
GOSPEL, whoſe furtherance is on all Hands pretended 
We ſhall thence alſo briefly manifeſt, that the way pretended for 
the promotion of its Intercli, by Severity in external Penalties, on the 
account of ſuch Differences as we are concerned 1.1, is both 
oppolite unto. the Sp'rit of its Author, and contrary to the Rules 
ot it, with the Practice of Thoſy who have -walked according 

to them. | 
As among the many blcſſed Ends of the Converſation of our Lord 
Feſas Chriſt in the Fleſh, it was fiot of the leaſt moment, that he 
might ſet us a Pattern, and give us an example of that Frame of 
Heart, and Holinels of Life, whereby we may b-come like un+ 
to our HEAVENLY FATHER, and be acceptable be- 
fore Him ſain his carrying on of that Delign, there was not any 
thing that he more emphaticaly called upon his Diſciples to endea- 
your a Conformity unto him in, than in his Meekneſ#, Lowlineſ, 
Gentlenefi, and Tendern:fftowards all. Thele he took: all occaſions 
for our good to ſhew torthin Himſelf, and commend ynto Others. 
Whatever Provocation He met withall z whateves ijurious Op- 
poſition He was expoſed unto, He did not conterrd, nor cry, nor 
cauſe bis Vayce to be heard with Strite or Anger. The Sins of Men 
indeed, He reproved with all Amthority, their groundlcfs Traditions 
in the Worſhip of God, He rcj<ced; their Errors He. refuted by 
the Word : But to the Perſons of Men, He was alwayes Meek and 
Tender, as coming, to Save, and-not Deſtroy; to keep Alive, and not 
to Kil. In the Things of Mm, He referred all unto the Juſt Au- 
thority and Righteous Laws of Men but in the Things of GOD, 
never gave the leſt intimation of Severity, but only in his' Hy 
Threats of future Evil in the Wozld to come , upon Mens bi- 
nal Impenitency and Unbclief. COERCE, FINE, IMPRISON, 
BANISH, Thoſe that apprehend not aright all and every thing that I 
world bave you inftrufted in; are Words that never ps &d w_ 
| C 3 0 
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-of His holy Mouth, Things that ncvcr entered into His gracious 
Heart. And"we are perſwaded, that it 15 a thing of marvclous 
difficulty, for any Man ſcriouſly to think, That He who was and 
is {otull of compaſſion towards all the Sous of Men, even the . 
Worlt of them, thould ever give the leaſt conſent unto the puniſh 
mint, and gradrfal deſtruction, of Thoſe who 1 fincerity delireto 
love and obey Him, and do yet unavoidably miſtake im their ap- 
prehentions of fomefew things, pleaded to be according to'His 
Mind, their Love and Obedience unto Him thereby being no whit 
umpeached. - When ſome of his-Diſciples- of old, in zeal as they 
pretended, unto Himfelf, and the Truths preached by Him, would 
have called for fire from: Heaven, on thoſe who had contumelionſly 
ſlighted Hum upon a ſuppoſed diverſity in Religion, for which they 
thought themictves warranted ( though falfly ) by a Preſident owt 
of the Old Teſtartent , Re lets them know, that it was an unac- 
quaintedneſs with their own ſpirits, cauſing them to imagine that to 
be Zeal for the Trath,, which was indeed - but Selt-Revenge , and 
private Interett , which had cauſed them to {peak fo unadvil- 
edly. 

Now that the ſame mind might be in us that was in Jeſus Chrift, 
that His Example is to be a Rule unto us, that we ought all to be 
baptiſcd into the ſame Spirit with Him \, that what from His Frame 
of Heart and Actings, as revealed in his Word, we can rationally 
conclude that He would- approve or diſallow, we ought to 
{quare our Proceedings and Judgements unto, none that owa his 
Name, can deny. | 

And if Men would not ftafle, but ſuffer themſelves to be guided 
| by the Powcrof their Convietons, they would quickly perceive 
how inconſiſtent with it, are their thoughts of Kigowr and Seve- 
rity towards thoſe which differ from chem in ſome few things re- 
lating to the Mind of God in 2nd about His Worſhip. 

Certainly this Readineſs of Servants 3 who are themſelves par- 
doned Talents, to fall with violence on their Fellows ( upon the 
account. of his Service, though otherwiſe it may be poor and 
deſpicable in the World ) for eſſer Debts, and thoſe only tuppoſed, 
not proved real, will appear atche Laſt Day, not to have bien 
acceptable untohim, asſome Men on grounds and pretences utter- 
ly forreign unto this wholebulinefs, are willing now to perſwade 
themſelves that it is. Would mep in thele things, which are prin- 
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cipally His, and not their own Eoficernments, but as Ks, labour 
to be alwayes cloathed with his Spirit, and do nothing but what 
they can rationally ſatishie themſelves, that He Himſelt would do 
in like cafe 3 thgrewould be an end not only uf this Debate, bu 
of many othes Miſchicts alſo, which the Chriſtian #orld is at this 
day peſtered withal. And it muſt nceds ſeem ſtrange that Men 
can per{wade themſelves that they do that tos.Chriſt which they 
cannot ongs, think or imagine that He would do Himlclt. -Cer- 
tainly . ſetting afide provocations and- prejudices, auy Man who 

hath but read the Goſpel, and gives any Credit unto it,* 15 a com- 
petent Judge, whether External Force in theſe Thmgs, do. more 

anſwer the Spirit of Chriſt, or that from-which He ſuffcred, 

But we have uot only His Heart and Actings for our Example, 
but His. Word alſo, as revealed by Himſelf and His Apoſtles, as our 
Rule in. this matter. EY a 

With nothing more* doth it abound as to our Daty in this 
World, than with Precepts for, and Exhortation unto mutxal for- 
bearance of one another in our Miſtakes and Failings. And although 
there be force aud Light enough in. its Genral Kycles, to guide us 
in all particulars, yet leſt any ſhould imagine that the Cauſe under 
Conganticg, —_ different Apprebenſions and wn9s. = 
things relating ta the Warſhip of God, might be exempted from 
them, mac Oe alſo is hes Þ þ inftanced. in; and contixrmed by 
Examples approved by himſelf. The great Apoltte, who gives us 
that general Rule, That we ſbould walk, togetber in one mind, (© far 
as.we have attained, and for other things of diff-rence , wait for 
the Revelation of the Mind of God unto them that differ, Phil. 3. 
15, 16. every wheie applyes his own Kale unto the great difference 
that was in thoſe dayes, -and long after, between the Fewiſh aud 
Gentile Believers. The one continued under a ſuppolal of an obl- 
gation to the obſervation of Mofaical Rites and Ceremonies, from 
which the other was inſtructed that. they wereſet at hberty. This 
differcnce, as is the mannex among, the Sons of Men, wrought va- 
rious Jealaulies between them, with diſputes and cenſurings of 
each other; whereot the Apolite gives us a full account, eſpecial 
ly un bis Epiftle tothe Romans, Chap. 14, 15. Neither did they veſt 
here, but thoſe of the Circumciſiqn every where kept their Aſlem- 
blics and Worſhip diſt from the Cougregations of the, Gentilc- 
Believers; Hence in moſt places of note, there were two Churches, 
one 
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one of the Fews, and anther of the Gentiles, walking at peace in the 
F 2ith of the Gofpel, but diRring as to ſome Ceremonial Obſervances. 
The whole Society of the Apytles, obſerving, their difference, to pre- 
vent any evil conſequent in their Aſſembly at Fer»ſalem, alligned 0 
the ſeveral Parties ther particular bounds, how fan they ſhould accom- 
modate themſelvts unto one another by a mutual condeſcenſion \ that they 
might walk, in Ive and Peace, as to what remained of difference among 
them, The Jews are taught by them not to impoſe their Rites and Ce- 
remonies en the Gentiles z and the Gentiles to abſtain from ſome 
things for a ſeaſon, whereunto their liberty did extend, whereby 
the other* were principally provoked, 

Their Bounds being lofixed, and their generate ſtated, both 
parties were lett at hberty, as to their praQiice in the things where- 
m they could not yet be reconciled : and in that different practice 
did they continue for many years, until the occaſion of their di- 
vition was, by the providence of God in the deſtruQtion of the Ju- 
daical Church utrexly taken away. . 

Theſe werethe Rules they proceeded by, this their courſe and 
praQtice, which unqueſtionably under the Lord Jeſus were intru- 
tted with ſupreme Authority over the whole Chuzch, of that kind 
which is not tranſmitted unto any of the ſons of men after the 
cealing of their Othce and Work, and were guided infallibly in all 
thcir determinations. Coercions, Kejtraints, corporal puniſhments, 
were far from their thoughts; yea, the very exerciſe of any Ec- 
clefiaſtical Power againſt them who difſented from what they knew 
co be truth, fo that in general they were found in the Faith, and 
walked in their Lives as became the Goſpel. | 

And whereas they ſometimes carry the matter toa ſuppoſal of 
diſobedience unto thoſe important thmgs which they taught and 
commanded in the Name of their Lord and Maſter, and thereupon 
proceeded to denounce Threatnings againſt the Diſobedient, they 
'exprclly diſclaim all thoughts of proceeding againſt them, or any 
power or warrant from Chrsſt committed unto them, ( or any 
others, or that afterward m his Providence ſhould ſo be, fo to do ) 
-with external carnal foxce and penalties; avowing their Autho- 
rity qver all, that was ever to be put forth in things of that nature, 
to be ſpiritual, and/ un a ſpizitual manner only to be exerciſed, 
. 2 Cor. 10.4, 5. | 
And becaufe the Church might not ſeem to be diſadvantaged 
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by this diſclamour of Power extexaly,, to coerce ſuch as received 
not the-truth that it embraced, and te be caſt into a worſe condi- 
tion than that ofthe Fews which went before, whoſe Ordinances 
being carnal, were «ltabliſhed and vindicated by carnal Power: 
St. Paul lets them know/ That this alteration is for the better z and 
the «coercion of miſcarriages under the Golpel, by threatnings of 
the future Judgment, which would have a ſpzcial re{pet unto 
them, more weighty than the ſeverelt Penalties .that were ap- 
painted by Moſes Law, Heb. 10. 28, 29, 30. 

Not that /+ſſer Differences in apprehenlions of the mind of God 
in his Word, had any puniſhment aſſigned unto. them under the 
Old Teftament, whoſe p:nalties concerned them only who turned 
away to the worſhip ot any other god but the God of 1#ael, (and 
ſuch no man pleads for ) But that the whole nature of the Or- 
dinances and Worſhip of the Church being .changed from carnal 
aud earthly, co heavenly and ſpiritual 3.fo alſo arc the Laws of Re- 
wards and Puniſhments, annexed -unto them. Theſe were the 
Rules, this the PraQtice in this.caſc, of the Apoltles of our Lord 
Teſus Chrilt. Theſe.Rulcs, this PraQtice, hath he recoxded in his 
Word for our Iaſtruction and-DireQion, 

Might all thoſe who profeſs Obedience unto his Name, be pre» 
vailed on to regulate their judgments by them, and ſquare their 
proceedings unto them, the Church of God would have peace, aud 
the work of God. be cft:ually carricd on in the world, as in the 
daysof old. And for our parts, we will never open our mouthes 
to deprecate any ſeverity that may be warranted from. the Go- 
ſpel, or Apoſiolical direction and practice; againſt any miſtake of 

at importance in the things of God, as our Principles and ways 
may rationally be ſuppoſed to be. For although we are perſwaded, 
that what we ok and praGiſc is according unto the mind of 
Chriſt ; yet becauſe it is our lot and portion to have our Gover= 
nowrs and Rulers otherwiſe minded, we are contented to be dealt 
withall fo, as the blefled Goſpel will warrant any to deal with 
them, who are ſo far in the wrong, as we are ſuppoſed to be. And 
if herein 'we cannot prevail, we ſhall labour to poſſeſs owr ſouls in 
patience, and to commit our cauſe to hiua that judgeth righteouſly, 

This we know, That the Judgment and PraQtice of the firf 
Churches after the days of the Apoliles, was conform to the Rules 
and Examplcs that by them were given, unto them. Differences 
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in External Rites of Worſhip, which were found amongſt them, 
where the ſubſtance of Faith was preſerved, they looked upon as no 
breach of Union at all. A long —_ of ſuch differences, as were 
from time immemorial amongſt them, is given us by Socrates 
the Hiſtorian. And he who hrſt diſturt ed*the peace of the Churches 
about them, by dividing their communion, ( Vidor of Rome ) is 
left branded upon record, with the cenſures of the principal per- 
ſons for Learning and Holinefſ throughout the world, in thoſe days. 
Nor is our diſſent from the preſent Eftabliſhment of any larger ex- 
tent, than ſuch as the general conſent of all the firſt Churches cx- 
tended the bond of their communion unto. 

Impoſitions of things indifferent, with ſubſcriptions to pre- 
ciſe determinations on points doubtful and ambiguous, with con- 
finements of mens praQtices in all outward ceremonies and circum- 
ſtances of Worſhip, were things not born in the world for ſome 
hundreds of years after the fir{t planting of Churches. Origen in 
his thixd Book againſt Celſss pleads expreſly, That there ever 
were differences amongſt Profeſſors of Chriſtianity from the be- 
ginning 3 and that it was impoſſible but that there ſhould o be, 
which yet he ſhews hindered not their Faith, Love and Obedi- 
ence. Fuftin Martyr in his ſecond Apology, declares his forbearance, 
and the Churches of thoſe days, towards thoſe who believing in 
Chriſt, yet thought themſelves obliged to the obſervation of Mo- 
ſaical Rites and Ceremonies, provided that they did not nnpoſe the 
praQice of them upon others. Ipnativs before them, in- his Epiſtl: 
to the Philadelphians, h, That to perſerute men on the account 
of God or _— is #0 make our ſelves eonformable to the Heathen that 
kpow not God, Tertulian, Origen, Arnobins, and Lattamins, openly 
pleaded for 4 Liberty in Religion, as founded in the Law of Nature, 
and their confiſtence of Faieh with Compulfion, in that extent which 
we aim not at, The Syod of Alexandria, in the caſe of Athanafivs, 
condemns all external force in Region, and reproacheth the Arians, 
as the firſt Inventers and Promoters of it. 

It is indeed pleaded by ſome, That the Chriſtians of thoſe days bad 
reaſon to aſſert this Liberty, becauſe there was then no Chriſtian Ma- 
giftrate, who might make ne of the Civil Sword in their behalf, or for 
the puniſhment of Diſſenters from them , and that this was the reaſon of 
their ſo doing. 

But the Diſhonefty of this pretence is notorious. They affirm 
dircly, 
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dizealy, That no force, coercion or reſtraint, 'i5 to 'be uſed in or 
about the Worſhip of God, nor outward power ina way of Pe- 
nalties, to be exerciſed over the conſciences ofmen hercin. 

To ſay they thus pleaded and pretended, meerly to ſerve their 
-own preſent condition and occation, but that upon the alteration 
of things they - would be otherwiſe. minded, 15 caltumniouſly to 
reflect upon thoſe holy Witneſſes of Chriſt, the guilt of the higheſt 
hypocriſie imaginable. And men cannot invent a more eff: 
means to caſt contermpt on all Religion, and to root a due ſenſe of 
it out of the world, than by fomenting ſuch imaginations. Let 
them therctore reſt in peace, under that reputation of holineſs and 
ſincerity which they juſtly deferve;* what ever be the iffue of 
things with us, 'or thoſe which may ſuffer with us in the like con- 
dition, | | Py oy 

But neither were they alone : thegreat CONSTANTINE 
trimlſels, the fieſt Chriſtian Magiſtrate with Supreme Power, by 3 
publick Edi declared, THAT THE LIBERTY OF WOR- 

SHIP WAS NOT TO BE DENIED UNTO ANY. 
And until the latter end of his Reign, ' there were no thoughts of 
exerciſing ſeverity, with reference unto any diviſions" amongſt 
CHRISTIANS about the WORSHIP of GOD. 

After the riſe of the Arian Herefie, when the i ion of 
Civil Cenſares upon the account of Difference about things Tpiri- 
tual, had made an entrance by the ſolicitations of ſome zealous 
perſons for the baniſhment of Arixs, and ſome of his Co-partners ; 
it 3s not cafic to relate what miſcries and confufions were brought 
upon the Churches thereby, impriſonmenes, baniſhments, and 
4 make up much of the Ecclſiaftical Hiftory of 
t ys. | 

Aﬀer a while, Arizs is recalled from baniſhment, and Athana- 
fixs driven into it. In a ſhort tract of time, Arianifm it ſelf got the 
Civil Sword in many places, wherewith it raged againſt all the 
Orthodox Profeſſors ot the Deity of the Son of God, as the Synod 
of Alexandria complains. 

Much they ſuffered im the days of Conſtantivr, unto whom the 
words of Hillary in this cafe are worthy conſideration : Ler ( Gith 
he-) your Clemency taky care and orfter, that the Preſidents of the Pro- 
vinoes look to Publich Civil Affairs, which alone are committed to them, 

but not meddle in things of Religion. And again, — 
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ſuffer the People to bear them teaching whom they deſire, whom: they 
think well of, whom they chooſe. GOD TEACHETH, rather thax 
taining the Authority of bis Commands by Works of Power , DE- 
SPISETH ALL COMPELLED Confeſſim of Him. If Force be 
ſed to compel Men unto the True Faith , the Biſhops that profeſs it 
would interpoſe, and ſay, God is the God of the whole World, be needs 
20 compelled obedience, nor requires any ſuch Confeſſion of him. He is 
not 20 be deceived, but to be well pleaſed. Whence is it then, that 
perſons are taught bow to worſhip God by Bonds and Perils ? Theſe are 
the words of Hillary. 

But the ſame Perſons ſuffered more during the Reign of Va- 
lens, who was difſwaded from Cruelty againſt the Chriſtians. by 
Themiſtins, a Pagan Philoſopher, on the Principles of Common 
Reaſon and Honeſty ; plainly telling him, That by the way be ſed, 
he might farce. ſome to venerate bis Imperial Robas, but never any one to 
murſhip God aright. 

But the beſt Emperours in the mean time bewailed thoſe fierce 
Animoſities, whereby every Se and Party labourcd to oppre(s 
their Adverſaries, according as they had obtained an Intercit in 
Imperial Favour , and kept themſclves from putting forth their 
Authority againſt any Diſſentexs in Chriſtian Religion, who re- 
tained the Foundation of the Faith in any competent meaſure. 
V alentinianus by publick Decree, granted liberty of Religion 
unto all Chriſtians, as Zoſomen teſtihes, Lib; 6. Ammianus Mar- 
celinus in his Hiſtory obſerves the fame, Gratian made a Law, 
that Religion ſhould be free to all forts and ſes of Chriltians, 
except the Manichees,, Eunomians, and Photinians ,, and that they 
ſhould have their Mectings free 3 as both Socrates and Zoſomen ac- 
quaint us. 
| Neither have they been without their Followers in thoſe Ages 
wherein the D.ffcrences about Religion have riſen to as great a 
height as they are capable of in this World. 

Nor will Poſterity be ever able to take off the laſting Blot from 
the Honour of Sigiſmund the Emperour , who fuffered himſelf 
to be impoſed upon by the Council of Conſtance to break his word 
of Safety and Liberty, to Fohn Huzs, and Ferom of Prague. 
And what did Charles the Fifth obtain, by filling the. World with 
Blood and Uprores, for the extirpation of Proteſtantiſm ? _— 

| ſt:nding 
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ſtanding all his Victories and Succeſſes, which for a while ſmiled 
upon Him, his whole Deſign- ended in loſs and diſappointment. 

Ferdinand his Brother and Succeſſor, made wile by his Example, 
kept conſtant the peace of the Empire, by aconſtant peace granted 
to the Conſciences of Men. | 

His Son Maximilian continually profeſſed, That the Empire of 
Conſcience belonged unto GOD alone, wherein He would nevcr 
interpoſe. And upon the Return of Henry the Third of France 
out of Peland, He gave Him that Advice to this- purpoſe, which 
it had been happy tor that Prince, if He had underitood and rol- 
lowed, before He came to dye. But then even He alſo, having 
theſ:vere InſtruRion given Him of His own Expericnce, left that 
as His laſt Advice to his Councellors, That they ſhould no more 
with Force interpaſein the matters of Religion. 

Rodulphus who ſucceeded Maximilian, by the ſame means -for a 
long time preſerved the peace of the Empire. And after he had 
by the pertwalions of ſome, whoſe intereſt it was fo to perfwade 
him, interdicted the Proteſtants in Bohemia the uſe of their Religt- 


'on upon the tydings of a defeat given to his Forces in Hungary by 


the Turks, he inſtantly replyed, I hboked for n2 otber iſſue, fince I in- 
vaded the Throne of God, impoſing on the Conſciences of Men : and 
therefore granted them their former Liberty. f 

Doth not all} the World behold the contrary iffue of the Wars 


in France, and thoſe in the United Provinces, begun and carried on 


on the ſame account: The Great Henry of France winding up all the 
differcnces thereof, by granting Liberty to the Hwgonors, laid a 
hrm Foundation of the tuture Peace, and preſent Greatneſs of that 
Kingdom. Whercas the Cruelty of the Duke D*Alvs, and his 
Succefſors, implacably purſuing the Netherlands to ruine on the 
ſame account, hath ended m the utter loſs of ſundry Provinces, 
as to the Rule and Authority that he and they endeavoured 
abſolutely to inthrone, and rendered the reft of them ſcarce worth 
the keeping. 
The World is full of Inſtances of the like kind. 

On the other hand, When by the crafty Artitices and carnal In- 
terelts of ſome, the Principle of External Coercion for lefler Diffc- 
rences in matters of Chriſtian Religion, came to be inthroned, and 
obtained place in the Emperial Conſtitutions , and Laws of other 
Kingdoms, the main uſe that was made of it, was to drive 
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Truth, and the purity of the Golſp:l, out of the World, and to 
force all men to center in a Profeſſion and Worſhip, framcd to the 
Interelt of ſome few men, who made no ſmall advantage of it. 

According as the Power aud Purity of Religion decayed, fo did 
this pzr{walion get ground in the Minds of Men, untill it became 
almott all the Religion that was in the World, That thoſe who 
ſubmitted not unto the Dictates of them who by various wayes 
obtained a mixture of Power, Civil and Eccleſiaſtical, into their 
hands, ſhould be deſtroyed; and rooted out of the Earth. 

This Apoſtacy from the Spirit, Principles, Rules, and Com- 
mands of the Goſpel, this Open Contradiction to the Practice of 
the Apoliles, their Succeſſors, firſt Churches, beſt and wiſelt Em- 
perours, attended with the woful confequents that have enſued 
thercon, in the ruine of Souls, proſcriptions of the Truth, 
Martyrdom of thouſands and ten thouſands, commotions of Na- 
tions, and the deftrution of many of them, We hope will not be 
revived. in theſe dayes of Knowledge, and near approach of the 
Judge of all. 

We truſt that it will not be thought unequal, if we appeal from 
the example of the Profeſſors of Chriſtanity under its wotull 
Degeneracy, unto the firtt In{titution and publick inſtance of its 
Profefhon : eſpecially being encouraged by the Judgement, Ex- 
ample, and Practice of many Wiſe and Mighty Monarchs in theſe 
Latter Dayes. | 

The Caſe is the ſame as it was of old ; no new Pretences are 
made uſe of, no Arguments pleaded, for the Introduction of Seve- 
rity, but ſuch as have been pretended at all times by thoſe who 
were in poſſeflion of Power, when they had a mind to ruine any 
that diſſented from them. 

That the end of their Conventicles was for Sin and Unclcanneſs ; 
that the permiſſion of them was againſt the Rules of Policy, and 
Laws of the Empire 3 that they were Seminaries of Sedition; that 
GOD was diſpleaſed with the confuſion in Religions introduced 
by them; that Errors and miſ-apprehenſtons of GOD were nou- 
riſhed in them; that they diſturbed the Union, Peace, and Love 

that ought to be maintained among Mankind; that they proceeded 
upon Principles of Pride, Singularity, Factian, and Diſobedience 
unto Superiors 3 was from the firſt entrance of Chriſtianity into the 
World, charged on the Profeflors of it. _ 
c 
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The- fame Arguments and- Conſiderations are conſtantly ftill 
made uſe of,and infitted on,by all men that intend Swerity towards 
them that differ from them. 

And they are ſuch as will evidently ſerve alike any Party or Per- 
ſwation, that in any place at any time, ſhall be accompanied with 
Power: And {o have been oftner managed in the hands of Error,Su- 
perſtition, and Hercſie, than of Truth and Sobriety. 

Wherefore the Biſh# of Rome, obſcrving the unreaſonableneſs of 
deſtroying Mankind upon ſuch looſe Principles and Pretences as are 
indifterently ſuited unto the Intereſt and Cauſe of all who have 
Power to make uſe of them, becauſe they all ſuppoſe the thing in 
queſtion, namely, That they who enjoyed Power, did alſo enjoy the 
Truth; tound out a way to appropriate the whole advantage of 
them to himſelf, as having attained the aſcription of an INFAL- 
LIBILITY unto him, in determining what is the Truth in all 
things wherein Men do or may differ about Religion, or the 
Worſhip of God. 

This being once admitted and eſtabliſhed, there ſcems great 
force in the foregoing pleas and reaſonings : and no great danger 
m aQting ſuitably unto them, but that the admiſſion of it is more 
pernicious unto Religion, than all the conſequents which it pre- 
tends to obviate. But where this infallible determination, is dif- 
claimed, to procced unto outward puniſhment for ſuch concepti- 
ons of mens minds and conſciences in the things of God, as he 
is pleaſed to impart unto them, which may be true and according 
to his will, upon reaſons and pretences, invented originally tor the 
ſervice of error, and made uſe of for the moſt part unto that 
purpoſe, being more fit for that work than for a contribution of 
any afliftance unto truth, is that which we know not how men 
can commend their Conſciences unto God in.. 

Belides what is it that is aimed at by this external coercion and 
puniſhment ? that all men may be of one mind in the matter of 
the Worſhip of God, a thing that never was, nor ever will be 
by that means affeed in this world, for neither is it abſolutely 
poſſible in itſelf, neither is the means ſuited to the 9 of 
it, ſofar as it is poſſible. But whom neither the realon of the thing 
it ſelf will convince, nor the conſtant experience of ſo many ages, 
it 3s 1n vain for any to contend withall. | 

In the meantime we know, that the moſt of thcm who agree 
together 
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together to preſs for ſeverity againſt us for diſſenting from them, 
do differ among themſelves in things of far greater importance in 
the DoGtrine of the Goſpel, than thoſe are wherein we differ from 
them : whence it muſt needs be evident to all whats the ground 
of their Zeal in reference unto us and others. 

But all thcſe conſiderations are quickly in the thoughts of ſome, 
removed out of the way, by pretencesthat the indulgence and 
liberty delired, will certainly produce all forts of evils both in 
Religion it ſef, and in the Civil ftate z wich being mentioned 
before in general ; ſhall now be a little further conlidered. For this 
is principally , it not folcly pleaded for the refuſal and the re- 
jection of them. Ne.ither doth this courle of procedure ſeem 
to be wnwiſely fixed upon z by thoſe who ſuppole it to be 
their intereſt to manage their oppolition unto ſuch an indul- 
gence , Wherein yet we hope they will at length diſcover their 
miltake. 

For whereas the arguments to bz in this caſe inſiſted on, confilt 
meerly in conjcurcs, jealoutics and ſurpolitions of what may 
come to paſs, none knows when, or where; it 15 ealie for any to 
dilate upon them at-their pleaſure, nor is it pollible for any to 
give ſatisfaction to all that men may conjeRure,or pretend to fear. 
Suppoſe all things that are evil, horrid, pernicious to truth and 
mankind, and when they are ſufficiently aggravated; afhrm that 
they will cnſue upon this forbearance, which that all, or any 
o*© them will ſo do, no man can tell, and this deſign is ſatisfied, 
But it is ſufficiently evident that they arc all falſe or miſtaken ſrp- 
poſitions, that can give countenance unto thele pretences. 

For either it mult be pretended , that truth and order, which 
thoſe who make uſe of thcſe reaſonings, ſuppoſe themſelves poſſeſt 
of, have loſt the power and efficacy of preſerving themſelves, and 
of preventing the evils ſummoned up to be repreſented as the con- 
{equents ct indulgence without external force, and coercion, which 
they have had ſometimes and elſewhere; or that indeed they have 
all acually followed and enſucd upon ſuch indulgence, in all times 
and places. The latter of theſe :5 ſo notoriouſly contradicted by the 
Experience of the whale world, eſpecially of ſundry Kingdoms and 
Dominions in Exrope, 3s France, Germany, Poland, and others, that 
1t may not hope for admittance with the moft obnoxious credulity. 
For the former, it 15 moſt certain that the truth of the Goſpel did 
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never fo prevail in the world, as when there was a full liberty, ; 
nao civ1l puniſhments, gratited 'wnto perſons to diſſent in it, _ 
about it. | 

And if that which is now ſo caled, continucth not to have the' 
fame effect, it may juſtly be feared that it is not indeed what it 
is called, or that it is not managed in a due manner, It is then al- 

together uncertain, that upon the indulgence defired, ſuch varicty 
of opinions will enſue as is pretended, and ungquettionably certain, 
that all fuch as produce practices contrary to civil Society, mo- 
ral honeſty, or the light of nature, ought in all inftances —_ 
to be r<ftrained. For the conſcience ofa man can diftate no ſuch 
thing unto him, there being an inconſiſtency in them with that 
lupreme light, which rules 1n Conſcience, whilſt it may be ſo called. 
And it isa hard thing to ruine multitades at preſent ſober and ho- 
neſt, 1:(t by not doing fo, ſome one or other may prove brainſick, 
_ Or mapa who alſo may be eaſily reſtrained when the y 
oO tO'be. 

And moderate liberty will certainly appear to be Religious {e- 
curity in this matter, if the power of it, as well as the proteſſion be 
regarded. For it is the intereſt of therm who plead for indulgence, 
to watch and contend againſt errour and hereſic, no leſs than theirs 
by whom it is oppoſed. For profeſling all material truths with 
then, they are not to be ſuppoſed to value or efieem them les than 
they. And it may be it will appear, that they have endeavoured as 
muoh their ſuppreſſion in the way warranted by the Goſpel,as thoſe 
who profeſs ſuch fears of their increaſe. 

They are Proteftants only of whom we ſpeak, and to ſuppoſe that 
they will not do their utmoſt for the oppoling of the riſe, growth, 
or progrels of what ever is contrary to that Religion whuch they 
profeſs, or that their intereſt therein is of leſs concernment unto 
them than that of others from whom they difler, is but a 
groundleſs ſurmile. 

But it is yet further objected, that the indulgence delued hath an 
inconliftency with publick peace and tranquility, the other head gf 
the general accuſation before mentioned. Many fears and ſufpitions 
are muſtered vp, to contribiite aſſiſtance voto this objection , 

For we arcin the ficld of furmis, which izendleG and baunieſs, 
Unto fuch as make uſe of theſe pretences, we can truly (ay, that 
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might we by any means bc — of the truth of this ſuggeſti-, 
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on, we ſhould not only deſiſt from our preſent ſupplication, bue 
ſpeedily renounce thoſe very principles which neceſſitate us there- 
unto. For we affuredly know, that no divine truth, nothing really 

relating unto the worſhip of God, can cauſe or occaſion any civil 
diſturbances, unleſs they ariſe from corrupt affeRions in them that 
profeſs it, or in them that oppoſe it. And as we ſhall labour to free 
our ſelves from them on the one hand, fo it is ourdeſire and prayer, 
that others may do ſo alſo on the other, which will give ſufficient 
aſſurance to tranquility. But we are moreover wholly freed from 
any concernment in this obj<Qion, in that, He who is undoubted- 
ly the beſt and molt competent Judge of what will contribute to 
the peace of the Kingdom, and what is inconſiſtent therewith, and 
who is incomparably moſt 'concerned in the one or the other, 


even the King's Majeſty himſelf hath frequently declared his Royal 


Intentions for the granting, of the indulgence defired, who would 
never have been induced thcreunto, had he not perfe&ly under- 
ſtood its confiſtency with the peace and welfare of the Kingdom. 
And as our confidence in thoſe Koyal Declarations hath not hither- 
to been weakened by the interveniency of {6 many accaſions, as 


have caſt us under another condition, ſo we hope that our peace-. 


able deportment hath in ſome meaſure contributed in the thoughts 
of prudent men, -unto the facilitating of their accompliſhment. 
And as this will be to the laſting renown of his Majeſty, ſo it will 
appear to be the moſt ſuitable unto the preſent tate of things /in this 
Nation, both with reſpe& unto it felf, and the Nations that, are 
round aboutus. And we think it our duty to pray, that his Ma- 
jelty may acquire thoſe Glories in his Reign, which none of his ſub- 
jects may have cauſe to mourn for, and ſuch will be the effect of 
clemency and - pes 

We find it indeed fill pretended, that the allowance of meetings for 
rhe worſhip of God, how ever ordered and bounded, will be a 
meansto procure and further {edition in the Common-wealth,and 
to advantage men in the purſuit of deſigns to the diſturbance of 
the Kingdom. But it were equal that it ſhould be proved, that 
thoſe who defire this indxlgence have ſuch inclinations and deligns, 
before ſuch pretences be admitted as of any force. , Fox our parts, 
weexped@ ns liberty, but from his Majeſty's favour and authority, 
with the concurrence of the Farliament; which whea we have ob- 
tained, ( as at no time, what ever our condition be, hays we the 
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leaſt thoughts or inclinations unto any, (edition or publick diflur- 
bance ) ſo having an obligation upon us in the things of our 
greateſt intereſt in this world, we know not from what- ſort or 
party of men, more cordial adherence unto, and defence of publick 
peace and tranquility, can juſtly be expe&ted. For where there are 
more cauſes and reaſons of compliance and acquieſcency, than there 
are on the contrary, it is rationally to be ſuppoſed that they will 
prevail. And to ſurmiſe the ating of mw/titmdes, contrary to their 
own Intereſts, and acknowledged obligation of tavour, is to take 
away all aſſrance out of humane affairs. 

Neither is there any colour of ſound reaſon in what 15 pretended, 
of the advantage that any may have to promote ſeditious deſigns, 
by the meetings of the Difſenters pleaded for in the worſhip of God. 
For doubtleſs the publick peace will never be hazarded by ſuch 
deligns, whilſt they are managed by none but ſuch as think to pro- 
-mote and carry them on in aſſemblies of promiſcuous multitudes 
of men women and children, unknown too, for the molt part, un- 
to themſelves, and to one another. But theſe things are ſpoken, be- 
cauſe they have been wonted fo to bez other conliderations to 
confirm them are none. Conſcience, Intercſt, ſenſe of abligations, 
the ,only ſafe rules artiongit men to judge by of future events, all 
plead an expeRgtion of the higheſt tranquility in the minds and 
{pirits of men, upon the indulgence deſired. 

And there lics a ready ſecurity againſt the pretended fears of the 
contrivance of (edition, in aſſemblies of men women and children, 
ſtrangers to one another in a great meaſure, by commanding all 
Meetings © be diſpoſed in ſuch a way, as that they may be expoſed 
to all, and be under the conſtant inſpeQtion of Authority, 

As for other courſcs of Severity, with reſpe&yo the peace and pro- 
(perity of the Kingdom, it may not be amiſs a little*to conſider, 
who, and what ere the diſſenters trom the preſent eſtabliſhment. For 
the perſons themſelves, they are moſtly of that fort and condition 
of men in the Common-wealth, upon whoſe induſtry and endea» 
vours in their ſeveral ways and callings, the trade and wealth of the 
Nation doth much depend. An4 what advantage it will be to the 
Kingdom to break in upon them unto their diſcouragement,feax or 
ruinc, we ſuppoſe no man can divine, Thoſe who think there are 
enough for the work without them, and that their excluſion wil 
make room for others, doth gratific indeed thereby forme particular 

E 2 perſons 
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perſons, intent upon their own private advantages, which they 
would willingly advance-in the ruine of their neighbours; but 
{carce ſeem to have taken a right meaſure of the fate of che whole. 
For whercas it May be ſometimes,there may in ſome plies be too ma- 
ny of them who manage the affairs of Trade and Commerce, when 
their concerns are drawn unto a head, and a readanet5 for their latt 
exchange, that there ſhould be ſo of thoſe that doditpoſe and pre- 
paxe things alſo, to bring ther unto that condition, is 1mpollible. fit 
cannot then be, but that che continuance of fo great fears and dil- 
couragements upon men, as thoſe which their diflcat from the 
eſtabliſhed way of worſhip doth at preſent caſt upon them, muli 
of neceſſity weaken the Nation, m that part of it wherem its prin- 
ciple firength doth lic. Neither are they a few only who will be 
found to be concerned in this matter, which is not to be deſpiſed. 
Pliny, a wile Councilor, wa vgges Trajan, a wile and renowned 
Emperour, about Chriftians, who were then the objects of the 
publick hatred of the world, defires his advice upon the account of 
their Nambers, not that they were to be feared, but wmneet to be 
paniſhed ; unk (5 he intended to lay the Empire walte. - 


Viſa enim eft mibi res digna conſultatione, maxime propter perigli- 
tantium numerum , multi enim omnis etatis, onmmis or dinis utri- 
ſque ſexus, etiam .vocantur in periculum & vocabumur; 'neque 
enim Crvntates tantum, ſed vicos etiam atque apros ſuperftitionis 
iftius contagio pervagata eſt. 


So then they termed Chriſtian Religion; for the multitude would 
till keep the name of Truth and Religion to themſelves: the op- 
preſſed, the leſſer number, muſt bear the name or title, which they 
conlcnt or conſpire to calt upon them. But the thing it ſelf, as to 
the perſons at preſent diſſenting from the cſtabliſhed form, is not 
unduly expreſt. Aud as it will be an a& of Xoya! Clemeney, and 
like to the work ot-God hiſclt, to free at once {6 great multitudes 
of all agcs, ſexes and conditions, from the fears and dangers of 
thoſe evils, which they are fully ſatisfied they do not deſerve, fo 

other way of quitting the Governours of this Nation 
from thoſe wneofie thoughts, which an apprehenſion of ſuch an ef#:& 
of their Rule upon multitudes of ſubjefts muft_needs produce, 
will be very difficult, if not ampoſſible. Shall the courſe begun 
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ia (everity againſt them, be purſacd ?- what generous ſpirits im- 
ploycd in the execution of it,can but be weary at laſt with undoing 
and ruining families, of thoſe perſons, whom they find to live 
peaceably in {ubjefion to the Government of the Nation, and 
wſefztly among their Neighbours, mcerly.-becagſe they dare not 
fin againſt God, in tranſgrefſing 2gainſt that perſwation concexn- 
mg his Will and Worſhip, which hehath groven unto them ?7 for 
ehey cannot but at lat confider, that no man erreth willingly, or 
believes any thing againſt his light, or hath other thoughts of God 
and his Worſhip, than what he apprehends tobe from himſclf, or 
that any duty is accepted of God, which ſprings from compaltion:; 
How much more Noble and Honourable will they difcern the 
work of relieving men ſober and peaccablc in diltrefs, to he, than 
to have the complaints, and tears, and ruine of Innocent meu and 
their famihies, continually refleing themſelves: on their minds; 
Nor is there any probability of ſucces m this procedure; for as 
Time hath alwayzs made for Rule, and incouragetnents whachare 
ſolely in the power of Rulers, have eff-Qed great compliance eveni 
in things religious, ſoforce and violent proſecution in fuch cales 
have been alwayes fruitleſs. For it is known how much they are 
diſadvantaged as to ſucceſs,m that the righteouſneſs and equity of 
their pretended cauſes are alwayes d4xbiows to unconcerned perſons; 
which makes ther think that the true reaſon of them, is other than 
what is pretended. When they ſee men whom they apprehend as 
innocent and guiltleſs as themſelves, as to all the concernments of 
mankind in this world, purſued with penalties equal unto thoſe that 
are notorioſly-Criminzt, they are greatly inclined unto commiſe- 
ration towards them 3 eſpecially it at the interpoſicion at the name 
and worſhip of God m the cauſe, they judge for ought appears to 
chem, they'tear God and endeavour to pleate him, at lealt as well 
as thoſe by whom they are moleſted. 

And-when they further underſtand, that thoſe whom they ſee to 
ſuffer Cxch'things as they account grievous, and are really' rumous 
to them and their families, do it for their conſcience fake, it 
ſtrongly induceth them to believe that it muſt needs be fomething 
good and honeſt that men choo&b to ſuffer for them, rather than 
to forego, For all feffering for Religion, they know tobe in the 
power and will of them that ſafer ; and not of thofe that inflidt pe- 
nalties upon therki for therr Religion'is their thbice, which they 
E 3 may 
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may part withal.if they eſtcem it not worth the hazard wherewith 
it isattended, | | 

Thus the Roman Hiftorian tells us, in the firſt ſufferings of the 
Chriſtians at Rome, Duanquam adverſies ſontes, & Noviſſima ex- 
empla meritos (for {o he thought ) Miſeratio Oriebatur, tanquam non 
utilitate publica, ſed in ſevitiam aliquorum abſumerentur. 

Nor 1s it a probable way of dealing with the conſciences of 
men, eſpecially of Axltitmder who are able to give mutual teſtimo- 
ny , and encouragement to oneanother, yea in ſuch a (tate of things, 
dangers of times delight men, and they find a ſatisfaRtion, if not 
an honour in their miſcries 3 as having (ufhcient affurance, that it is 
a glorious and a bleſſed thing to ſuffer things hard and dreadful in 
the world, when they are conſcious to themſelves of no guilt or 
evil. And therefore as ſeverity hath hitherto got no ground on the 
minds of men in this matter, no more is it like to do for the future. 
And if it be proceeded in, it cannot be avoided but that it mutt 
be perpetuated from one generation to another, and a ſad experi- 
ment be made, who will firſt be wearied, thoſe that inflict penal- 
ties, or thoſe that undergo them. And what in the mean time will 
become of that compoſure of the ſpirits of men, that mutual truſt, 
confidence and aſſurance between all ſorts of perſons, wrich is the 
abiding foundation of publick peace and proſperity. 

Allo what advantages have been made by ſome neighbour Na- 
tions,what at preſent they further hope tor, from that great anxiety 
which th2 minds of men are caſt into, meerly and ſolely on the ac- 
count of what they feel or fear, from theix diſſent unto the publick 
worſhip, which to themſclyes is utterly unavoidable, is known to 
Hur 

' But we have done ! and what are we that we ſhould complain 
of any whom God is pleaſed to fiir up and uſe for our exerciſe and 
tryal ? We delire in patience and ſilence, to bear his indignation 
againſt whom we have finned z and for what concerns thoſe wayes 
and truths of his, for whoſe profeſſion we may yet ſuffer in this 
world, to approve our conlciences unto him, and to leave the 
event of all unto him,who will one day judge the world in righteouſnefe. 
We know that weare poor ſinful worms of the earth, in our ſelves 
meet for nothing but to be trodden down under the feet of men 
but his wayes and the purity of his Worſhip are dear unto him, 
which he will preſerve and vindicate from all oppoſition, In the 
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mean timeas it is our duty to live peaceably with all men in a con- 
ſcientious ſubjeQion unto that Authority which he hath ſet over 
us, we ſhall endeavour ſo to behave our ſelves, in the purſuit and 
obſervance of it, as that whereas we may be evil ſpoken of, as evil dv 
ers, Men may be aſhamed, beholding onr good Converſation in Chriſt, and 
give Glory to Gid in the day of Viſitation. : 

Whatever is ours, whatever is in our Power, whatever God hath 
intruſted us with the diſpoſal of, we willingly: reſign and give up 
to the Will and Commands of our Szperioxrs ; but as to our Minds 
and Conſciences in the things of his Worſhip and Service, he hath 
reſerved the Soveraignty of them unto himſelt,go him mult we give 
an account of them at the great Day 3 nor can we forego the care of 
preſerving them intire for him, and loyal unto him, without a 
renunciation of all hopes of acceptance with him, and fo render 
our (elves of all men the molt miſerable. May we be ſuffered herein 
to be faithfull unto him, and the everlaſting Concernments of our 
own Souls, we ſhall alwaycs labour to manifeſt, that there is no 
way or means of Peace and Reconciliation among thoſe who pro- 
telling Faith inGod through our Lord Jefus Chrift, yer differ in their 
Apprehenlions about ſundry things ſome way or other belonging 
thereunto,that is appointed by him,and may expe a Bleſſing from 
him, but we will readily embrace, and according as weare called, 
1mprove to the utmott. 

And if herein alſo our Endeavours meet with nothing but Con- 
tempt and Reproach, yet none can hinder us but that we may pour 
out our Souls unto God, for the accompliſhment of his bleſled and 
glorious Promiſes concerning thatTruth,Peace,and Libexty,which 
he will give untq his Church in his appointed time. For we know, 
That when He ha riſe up to the Prey, and devour the whole earth with 
the fire of his Fealoufie, He will turn to the people a puve language,that they 
may all call upon the Name of the Lord, to ſerve bim with one conſent, 
that the Earth being filled with the knowledge of the Loxd, as the IWa- 
ters cover the Sea, his glory ſhall be revealed, ſo that all fleſh ſhall ſee it 
togetber, and then ſhall all his people receive from him one heart, and one 
way, that they may fear him for ever, for the good of them and their 
children after them, by vertue of the everlaſting Covenant. And for our 
own parts, whatever our Outward Condition be, we know he will 
perfe& that which concerns us, and he will not forfake the work of 

his own hands, becauſe his mercy endureth for ever. 
 FINIS. 
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